HOW YOU CAN HELP

1. Know the signs of dog fighting.  Things to look for:

· Dogs with heavy chains around their neck.  Heavy chains around a dog’s neck indicate that it may be in training to be used as a fighting dog.

· Scars.  Dogs with an unusual amount of scars, particularly scars shaped like puncture wounds and/or tears, have probably been fought.
· Staked out dogs.  Dogs staked out separately or kept in cages in backyards or basements are probably being used for fighting.
· Treadmills, hanging ropes, and other forms of training equipment.  Training equipment comes in many forms.  A few common ones are:  
1. old fashioned treadmills (generally non-electronic, with  slats)

2. Ropes or chains hanging from a tree branch, ceiling, or some other high place with a tire, or rubber piece attached.  Dogs are taught to bite and hang from these devices as a way to build up jaw strength.

If you see any of these signs contact 311 to make out a report.  Call (773) 747-1406 to follow up on the report and ensure that an investigation was done.  

If you ever see a dogfight IN PROGRESS – Call 911.  It is a FELONY in progress and officers should  respond. 

All calls can be made anonymously.

2.  Get involved with Court Advocacy.  


Court Advocacy is a program sponsored through Chicago’s community policing 
program, CAPS.  Court Advocates provide a variety of services to help the Police, 
States Attorneys, and judicial system combat dog fighting.  The Dog Advisory 
Work Group (D.A.W.G.) has been the organization spearheading the Court 
Advocacy program regarding animal abuse cases throughout Chicago, including 
dog fighting.  

D.A.W.G. can be reached at (312) 409-2169  

P.O. Box 14601 Chicago, IL  60614-0601

Fax:  (773) 404-2874

www.dawgsite.org  (coming soon!)

3.  Write letters expressing your concern.


One of the best ways to effect change is by letting our elected officials know that 
dog fighting is an issue we care about.  A well written letter to your alderman and 
the police commander in your district, with a copy of the same letter going to the 
Mayor’s office, can go a long way.  There are a few points to remember, however.  
Letters that read as “too emotional” may be taken as “animal rights extremist” and 
disregarded. However, well written letters which highlight concern, not just for 
the dogs involved, but for the children, as well as the far reaching effects on the 
communities (gang related, weapons, dangerous dog issues, etc.) are much more 
likely to be taken seriously.  

4. Attend your local Community Policing / C.A.P.S. beat meetings.

Regularly attending your beat meetings can have many positive benefits.  To 
begin with, it will help you to develop a rapport with the officers who work your 
beat.  This relationship can prove invaluable when you want to file a complaint.  
It also allows you a public forum to find out what measures were taken regarding 
your complaint.  Remember, your officers can’t help you if they don’t know what 
is going on!

5. Share your knowledge!


Many people still don’t know about or understand the depth and complexity of the 
effects of dog fighting.  Become an advocate for the dogs by letting people know 
that this activity is taking place in EVERY police district in Chicago!

6. Be diligent!


Don’t let your concern and desire to help be a passing phase.  This battle is a long 
term one and it needs people willing to continually take action.

7. Support organizations that are actively working to end dog fighting.


There are numerous organizations actively working to end dog fighting, 
including, but not limited to The Anti-Cruelty Society, David R. Lee Animal Care 
and Control, Furry Friends Foundation, Humane Society for the United States.  If 
you decide to donate to these organizations, let them know that you support them 
because of their continued efforts to end dog fighting.  Support does not need to 
be monetary.  Many of these organizations are in desperate need of volunteers 
who are willing and able to put in time and energy as well.

